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Aim of the book

IELTS Advantage Writing Skills is designed for students who want to achieve a score of
6.5-7.0 or higher in the Writing module of the Academic IELTS exam.

We know that most candidates are aiming to get at least 6.5, either to study at university,
to work abroad, for visa purposes or to have proof of a good level of English.

The book aims to take your writing to this level, based on our many years of successfully
preparing students for the [ELTS exam, and our experience as IELTS Writing examiners.
All the exercises in the book have been developed in the classroom, and the material has
helped hundreds of IELTS students to achieve high Writing scores. The book is designed so
that it can be used either in class with a teacher or as a self-study book as you prepare for
the exam on your own.

About the exam

IELTS examiners are looking for four different things, and the book is designed to help you

in each of these areas:

@ Vocabulary: You need to have a good range of academic words and phrases for the
main IELTS topics.

@ Grammar: You need to use accurate grammar and a range of complex structures (for
example relative clauses, noun phrases, conditionals).

@ Organization: You need to write clear, well-organized paragraphs, and an answer
which is easy to follow.

e Ideas and arguments: You need to make sure you have well-developed ideas, that you
answer the question fully and that you give a clear point of view.

The IELTS scoring system

The IELTS exam gives you a score from 1 to 9, in bands of 0.5. A score of 9.0 is native-
speaker level, but in fact many native speakers fail to achieve a 9.0, so be realistic!
The Common European Framework of languages categorizes IELTS scores like this:

level CEF Level IELTS scores

Upper-Intermediate | B2 | 5.0/5.5/6.0

Advanced 4 Ci1 ¥ . 65;‘70 = 0l
__U_ppjﬁ;;dvanced _C2. | [ 7.5+ S

Here is our guide to what you can normally do with these scores. However, be sure to
check with the employer or university you are applying to.
5.5-6.0 Entry onto a university Foundation course
6.0-6.5 Entry onto a Bachelor's degree course
6.5-7.0 Entry onto a Master's degree course
+7.0 Normally required to work in English-speaking countries in professions such as
medicine, dentistry, law and accounting

Organization of the book

Units 1-6 focus on Task 2, which is the academic essay. We have divided Task 2 into

three types:

e Units 1 and 4 look at advantages and disadvantages essays. In this type of essay, you
have to discuss the positive and negative sides of a topic (for example ‘The advantages
and disadvantages of working from home’) and then express your view.

e Units 2 and 5 look at problem and solution essays. You have to explain the causes of a
common social problem (for example ‘Obesity’) and make some suggestions about how
to solve it.
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